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been some time in Parliament and had friends
had entered public life with myself, and who listened
always with interest and sometimes with sympathy to
^iews which I had never ceased to enforce. " Living
much together, without combination we acted together.
Some of those who were then my companions have., like
myself, since taken some part in the conduct of public
affairs: two of them, and those who were not the least
interested in our speculations, have departed. One
was GEORGE SHYTHE, afterwards seventh Lord Strang-
ford, a man of brilliant gifts; of dazzling wit, infinite
culture, and fascinating manners. His influence over
youth was remarkable, and he could promulgate a new
faith with graceful enthusiasm. HENRY HOPE, the
eldest son of the author of f Anastasius,' was of a dif-
ferent nature, but he was learned and accomplished,
possessed a penetrating judgment and an inflexible
will. Master of a vast fortune, his house naturally
became our frequent rendezvous; and it was at the
DEEPDENE, that he first urged the expediency of nay
treating in a literary form those views and subjects
which were the matter of our frequent conversation.

This was the origin of CONINGSBY OR THE NEW
GENERATION, which I commenced under his roof, and
which I inscribed to his name.

The derivation and character of political parties; the
condition of the people which had been the consequence
of them; the duties of the Church as a main remedial
agency in our present state; were the three principal
topics which I intended to treat, but I found they were
too vast for the space I had allotted to myself.

Th^se were all launched in c Coningsby,' but the